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SEASONABLE 


{WP 


rino, it behov'd you to have been extreamly 


cautious; in penning your Narration of the Inci- 


dents you thought worthy of Obſervation upon 
that Occaſion, when you conſented to the Publi- 
cation, of your Minutes ; eſpecially as it was uſher'd 
into the World, by Authority of the Sheriffs of 
Lonpon. It was your Buſineſs and Duty to have 
delivered a bare, ſimple Detail of material Facts 
and Circumſtances, not only free from Obſervations, 
but alſo from any Attempts to ſwell the Language, 
Sentiment, or Action of the Sufferers, or either 
of them, into Heroical Bombaſt, or dignify their 


Names with ſublime Epithets of Diſtinction; no 


more was expected from your Pen, than a Recital 


of fach Particulars, as might have enabled your 


Readers to judge whether they died penitently or 
impenitently, mollify'd or harden'd, Proteſtants or 
Papiſts, religiouſly or irreligiouſly, like Chriſtians 
or Heathens : Your Readers could have then judg'd 
for themſelves, and commended or cenſur*d, agree- 


able to their own various Notions, Attachments, 
or Inclinations, But I am concern'd to obſerve an 


ill-judged Vein of Partiality run thro' the Whole, 
ITY | A2 10 


S you officiated, in Quality of an 
Aſſiſtant to the Sheriffs, at the Behead- 
ing of the Two Jate State Criminals; 
the Earl of Kilmarnock and Lord Balme-- 


— 
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TIE in Reſpe& to Lord Balmerino (whether deſervedly 
| 5 or not, is to be queſtioned.) You treat bis Cha- 
racer with a kind of ſacred Deference; ſo indear- 
ingly noble is it in your Conſtruction! But con- 
ſcious of meeting with many, who are not Fools 
enough to take the Matter upon Truſt, without 
further Examination, with more Warmth than Diſ- 
cretion you dogmatically declare, You have made 
little or no Obſervations in the Narration, being ſatiſ- 
fied whom the one will not, the other cannot convince z 
as much as if you had ſaid, Unleſs your Readers 
vill cloſe the Eyes of their Underſtandings, and 
© take all for Goſpel. Trulbs, which you advance, 
they may perſiſt in their Obſtinacy, as invinctoke 
— wa 00S 
| Ipo not preſume to form the moſt diſtant Con- 
Ry jecture, that you have attempted to give the im- 
[1 penitent and raſhly- inconſiderate Behaviour of Lord 
Balmerino, at his laſt Moments, the Colour of 
Heroiſm or Greatneſs of Soul, (which muſt be ever 
| | founded on great and good Principles, otherwiſe it 
ll 61 is not genuine) thro? a real Intention of impoſing 
1 a wrong Belief on the Publick; becauſe there ſeems 
| Reaſon to hope you have too honeſt an Heart to be 
\ egngag'd on any other than the Side of Liberty and 
i Truth; that is, the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, in 
Church and State, I am confirm'd in this Opinion, 
| | from having ſeen your Name ſo frequently ſub- 
Ki ſcribed, at the Foot of the Advertiſements, for en- 
|, couraging and ſupporting the Yeteran-Scheme, at 
1 Guildball, for ſtrengthening the Hands of his Ma- 
[| jeſty, ro quell the late unnatural, unprovok'd Rebel. 
3 lion; a Rebellion headed by a Pop isH PRETEN DER, 
[ in whole Cauſe the above-mention'd Lord died a 
| Profeſſed Champion, and a head-ſtrong Bigot.— No, 
Sir, 1 impute the Conceptions you have framed of 

| that Lord's ſupposd Dignity of Mind, or (to pur- 
| lue your own Phraſe) Greatneſs of Soul, to an Error 
| in 


= 5 
in Judgment, refulting from a ſuperficial Know- 
ledge of Human Nature, and the true Intereſt of 
your Country, or Complacency to the fallacious Ar- 
guments of circumventing Meddlers in Matters of 
State, Men who make their private Advantages 

their only Intereſt, and are given to change. Tour 
Mind, biaſgd by either of theſe Motives, might 
eaſily miſtake Audacity for Intrepidity, Affectation 
for Gracefulneſs, Impatience for Reſignation, and 
Preſumption for conſcientious Reſolution, = 
I am ſorry any Miniſters of Juſtice, in this great 

Metropolis, are to be acquainted, That the Inſtitu- 
tion of Publick Executions was intended to raiſe 
Horror to the Crime, not Pity to the Criminal; 
to deter others from falling into the bloody Vil- 
lainies of thoſe who are the neceſſary Objects of 
judicial Vengeance, not to furniſh out a Topick of 
Praiſe on the Behaviour of the moſt perverfe, un- 
mollify*d Traytors, Plunderers, and Parricides, un- 
der which Characters (however harſh and grating it 
may be to ſome People to be told ſo) comes Lord 
Balmerino, If there is any Praiſe due on the Beha- 
viour of a publick Criminal, *tis to Him, who in- 
- genuouſly, with all the outward Marks of unfeigned 
Probity and Shame, confeſſes his Crimes, applauds 
the Juſtice of his Sentence, and ſubmits to the 
Puniſhment with a publick Acknowledgment of his 
Guilt, beſeeching Forgiveneſs of God and his 
Country, for the Offences he has committed, Such 
was the Demeanor of the unhappy Earl of il. 
marnock ; and it will greatly conduce to the Re- 
ſtoration of his Honour, that he fell an exem- 
plary Pattern of Noble Penitence! That, hav- 
ing paid the Forfeit of the Law, he ſurvives in 
the Report and Eſteem of all good Men!“ Let me 

I cannot help obſerving here, (and it i; but natural and ju 
that the Thanks i 155 bes 55 wed 10N are due to Mr. 542255 


i for his clear, judicious, and faithful Narrative of the Behaviout of | 
this unfortunate EARL, after his Sentence, aud before his Execution. ij 


now 


* 7 88 
. wee Woes ons a oe ee et OE rg ' 


PP pe auwggw wap wroyyFs 


.. I 


R — 


(5 5) 


now ask for what End theſe Lords were brought to ; 


the Block ? The Anſwer is obvious, (and I beg 
leave to record it in the moſt ſtriking Senſe,) as a 
dreadful Example and Warning to any, who may 
hereafter be tempted, like them, to ſwerve from 
their Allegiance to the beſt of Princes, and inſti- 


gated by a foreign Enemy, to endeavour the Sub- 


verſion of the beſt of Governments, and, in like 


manner, of the pureſt Religion; that Uſurpation, 


Tyranny, Superſtition, Maſſacre and Slavery, may 


take Place, and this happy Iſle, this Garden of the 


World (another Eden) may become an Alcedama, 
and her Inhabitants, their Lands and Poſſeſſions, 
the Prey of cruel and relentleſs Savages; that 
GREAT -BRITAINx may become the tributary Pro- 
vince of France, the Contempt and Deriſion of 
every other Nation, and to compleat her Miſery, 
be deſpoil'd of her Gop | VIE 
Yov muſt excuſe me, Sir, for taking the Li- 
berty of addreſſing you, in this public way, ſince 
tis upon ſuch a public Occaſion. Nothing could have 
induced me to it, but the Conſideration of its be- 
ing incumbent on one that profeſſes the Love of 
Truth, to -prevent Poſterity, to the beſt of his 


Power, from being deceived into miſtaken Notions, 


thro* the miſguided Conceptions of an Hiſtorian, 
for want of his Errors, in Fa& or Judgment, be- 
ing detected in due Seaſon: And an Appre- 


henſion, that the manner in which you have exe- 


cuted the above Performance, has, thoꝰ undeſign- 
edly, an evident Tendency to confirm prejudic'd, 
and ſeduce weak Diſpoſitions, not capable of fra- 
ming an Opinion of their own, to reſt themſelves 
implicitly in yours; thus you have given to the 
Enemies of the Conſtitution, an Handle, to work 
up unthinking Minds, into an Approbation of 
the Conduct and Spirit of the Rebels; as ſuch may 
be without Difficulty prevailed on, to imagine a 


Man 


| Perſons laugh. If it PTR to be cloudy Wea- 


t'+) 


Man, who died fo externally unconcern'd, with 
that Greatneſs of Soul you pretend, muſt” have been 
actuated by a Conviction beyond all Doubt, of T 


Righteouſneſs of the Cauſe wherein he ſuffered, 


elſe ſupported by an inviſible Agent, the Minifter 
of ſome ſupernatural Power, who approv'd it; the 


latter I will not abſolutely contend againſt, in 


ene kind of Conſtruction, for I muſt confeſs, 


many who have been executed for the Rebellion, 


have behav'd in their laſt Moments, as if they had 
been actually infatuated by ſome extraordinary, Spi- 
rit; but if we may judge by the Effects, it was 


an evil one. 
Tuo' the Quality of Pity is truly commen- 


dable, when duly and prudently exerciſed, your 


Narration, which carries the affected Heroiſth 
of Lord Balmerino to fo lofty a Pitch, tends moſt 


unſeaſonably to excite it; for, if we conſider his 


Lordſhip as poſſeſſed. of a Great Soul, we muft 


neceſſarily pity his Fate; but I gueſs you did not 


foreſee, what. might be the fatal Conſequences of 


expreſſing yourſelf in ſach unguarded Terms, and 


that Compaſſion may be miſapplied to very bad 


Pur poſes, in thoſe who are not of reaſoning Ca 
cities, thro? the Wiles of inſinuating, difaffeted Peg 
7 An enthufiaſtical Temper 1s 1atirely govern'd 


y the pathetic, and more readily ſubmits to De- 


lulion than ſolid Truths, tho? backed by the moſt 


ocular Demonſtration. To illuſtrate this laſt Po- 
ſition, by recent Example, it may not, be here 


amiſs to ſhew, how, like drowning Men who catch 
at every Twig, the Jacobites draw mean and ſcan- 
dalous Inferences, in ſupport of their Principles, 


from the ordinary Occurrences of Nature and the 
Seafons, to impoſe on the unthinking Vulgar, ever 


attentive to Novelties and ſeeming Wonders! tho? 


the mention of theſe Things muſt make ſenſible 


ther 
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ther at an Execution of the Rebels, -The Heavens 
ut on Mourning ! If it rains, They weep a the 
Cruelty of Man ! (for never was ſuch a rainy Day.) 


And if the Sun ſhines out, ſtrongly, He comforts 


them with the light of his Countenance ! I remember, 
when the Heads of Townley and Fletcher (the Man- 
cheſter Colonel and Captain) were ſetting up on 
Temple- Bar, it was whiſper'd among the People 
That the Crowd, from whom Heaven wou'd have Bid 


fuch a ſhocking Speftacle, were ſtruck blind when they 


aged at them ; that is, their Sights were dazzled by 


the Rays of the Sun, at that Time ſtriking, or the 


Reflection falling back very powerfully on their 


Eyes. The ſudden Death of a Juryman at St, 
Margaret's-Hill, was a Theme on which they diſ- 


played their political Talents of the Interpretation of 
natural Events into Judgments, in a very affecting 


Manner. I forbear to trouble the Public, you, or 


myſelf, Sir, with any more of theſe low Subter- 
fuges of a hot-brain'd Faction, who muſt have 
Recourſe to Miracles, to countenance their violent, 
unſocial Principles; but I cou'd have brought a 


Hundred ſimilar Inſtances, 


Yous inexcuſable Partiality, as to the Demea- 
nor of Lord Balmerino, ſo far tranſported you, you 
forgot to beſtow one diſtinguiſhing Epithet on the 


Earl of Kilmarnock; nor have you done that per- 


fect Juſtice to the laſt, as was really due to his 
Lordſhip's Deſerts, by neglecting to mention many 


Circumſtances intereſting to his Character, and to 
the Publick, but which (no Thanks to you) have 


been well ſupplied by Mr. Faſter. The Earl, 
in all outward Appearance, died a reformed, 
a conſiderate Man, a true Chriftian, and a Peni- 
tent; the moſt that can, or ought to be faid 
of one who deſervedly falls a Victim to pub» 
lick Juſtice : For *tis an Inconſiſtency, tis an Af- 
front to common Senſe, to infinyate, that an Of- 


— 
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fender, whom the Laws of his Country juſtly 
doom to Death, behaved greathhs or like a Hero, 
when he came to undergo the Penalty of his 
Crimes. Can bravading Airs, aſſumed to diſcredit 
Juſtice, and counterfeit a Mind unterrified at the 
King of Terrors, be deemed Heroiſm or Greatneſs 
of Soul? True it is, for ought I know, this Cant may 
prevail among the Rebels themſelves, and fo it may; 
and does, among the lower Claſs of Thieves, Plunde- 
rers, Murderers and their Abettors, when a Mac- 
beath takes his Farewel of the Gang, (who en- 
courage him to die hard) and is about to mount 
the Ladder at Tybury, when (as the Poet Gay, in 
their own elegant Stile, humorouſly expreſſes it) 


The. Youth in his Cart has the Air of a Lord. 


Now it ſhall be my Buſineſs to make appear, 
that Lord Balmerino died more like one of thoſe, 
and one who had no Apprehenſions about a future 
State, than like a Chriſtian, an Hero, or a Man 
of Senſe, : | | 
Taz firſt Notice you take of this OREAT 
Lokp's Behaviour, is the pretended Subſtance of 
the Cow FERENCE or IN TERVIEwWw, between him 
and the compoſed and truly penitent Earl. That 
Interview, prima Facie, was brought about, meer- 
ly to wipe off an Aſperſion from himſelf and the 
young Pretender, of a bloody Deſign to butcher 
his Majeſty's Troops, had the Rebels got the Vi- 
Rory at the Battle of Culloden. We have both his 
own, and the dying Proteſtation of the Earl, as to 
their not being privy thereto, By the way I ſhou'd 
have paid little Regard to his own Proteſtation, if 
it was not made probable by the Earl's; becauſe, I 
believe, notwithſtanding the Party ſtiſfly deny Ut, 
his Lordſhip' after all, died a rigid Papiſt (if he 
died in any Profeſſion) And, if ſo, he might be 
allow'd to depart with an Untruth in his — 
a _ B by 
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by his own Principles, for the Good of the Cauſe. 
However, he has not vindicated his Italian Maſter, 
the mock- Prince, from the Charge. To ſet this Mat- 
ter in a clear Light, I am obliged to refer myſelf 
to Mr. Foſter's Account of this Interview (you 


have favour'd us with Part of it only, and that 


very partially, more of which hereafter), When 
the Earl fignified to his Lordſhip, be was in- 
formed there was an ORDER for giving no Quar- 


ter to the King's Troops, /igned GzxoRGe MuR+ 


RAY, and that it was in the Duke of Cum- 
BERLAND's Cuſtody ; GROROE MuRRay |! (re- 
plied his Lordſhip, with a Sneer) Why, then they 
ſhould not charge it upon the Prince, (meaning 
the younc PrRETENDER) and afterwards, you 
tell us, his Lordſhip on the Scaffold declares, he 
wou'd not, knowingly, have atted under ſuch an 
Order, as being unmilitary. What his Lordſhip 
would have done, no Man living can pretend to 
ſay; but all the World is convinc'd, and his Lord- 
ſhip ſeem'd ſatisfied, before the Interview was over, 


by not conteſting it, there was ſuch an Order, The 


Queſtion is then, if George Murray gave it out, 
by any, and what Authority ? I anſwer, was Lord 
Balmerino a Commander, and did he not know the 
general Operations of a Battle are ever concerted 
in a Council of War? And that George Murray, 
without Directions from his Superiors, did not 
dare to diſperſe ſuch an Order, as it was a Thing 
of great Conſequence, wherein he cou'd have no 
Way juſtified himſelf without an Authority, (ad- 
mitting there was a Shew of Diſcipline kept up 
among the Highlanders?) How mean therefore, 
was it for his Lordſhip to prevaricate with his Con- 


ſcience, and ſhift the Scandal on one Man only, 


without rendering a Reaſon for it? How convin- 
cing a Proof is this, what Evaſion thoſe Zealots 
in che acobite Faction will ſubmit to be guilty of, 

| | even 


1 EEE. cc 

even at their lateſt Gaſps of Breath, to flifle Truths 

rejudicial to the Intereſt of a bad Cauſe! And 
ow, pray, does this Prevarication ſuit with that pre- 
tended Greatneſs of Soul, which you infinuate his 
Lordſhip ſhew'd at his Execution? It is matter of 
 Aftoniſhment, you did not think proper to take 
Notice of the ſcurrilous and invidious Reflection his 
Lordſhip made at the Interview, on the Royar 
Army, viz. That the Report of this ſavage ORDER 
ſeemed to be an Invention to juſtify their own MURDER, 
This ſhews not only your Partiality, in omitting fo 
remarkable a Circumſtance, but the bitter Malice 
of Lord Balmerino's Heart, even at the Hour of 
Death, and as little agrees with his pretended Great- 
neſs of Soul, as the above-mentioned Prevarication, 
or with the formal Petition you aſcribe to him, 
that God would forgive thoſe whom he calls his Ene- 
mies. His Wiſh that he could pay the Reckoning, 
for both himſelf and his noble Fellow-fufferer, was 
good-natured enough; but there was more ſeem- 
ing than real Generoſity in the Offer. It is indeed 
the Height of Generoſity, for a Man uncondemned, to 
wiſh his Life might be ſacrificed to fave his Friend's, 
of which we have an eminent Inſtance in our own 
Hiſtory *, where an Heroic Champion, for that very 
Truth which Lord Balmerino endeavoured to ſub- 
vert, greatly wiſh'd © that his own Life, and a thou- 
* ſand ſuch as his, might go for that glorious Martyr 
Mr. Bradford's. But in the preſent Caſe, both be- 
ing condemned, it ſpoils the Compliment from 
either, to wiſn that he could pay the Reckoning 
for both; becauſe then he could be at no greater 
Loſs in paying for both, than if he paid only his 
own Reckoning: Yet had a Reprieve been tender'd 
for one of them, as ſhould have been agreed between 
themſelves, *cis a ſhrewd Queftion, whether with all 
his Greatneſs of Soul, the high-ſpirited Lord had 

© Fox's AcTs and NONUMENTS. 
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declined taking the Benefit of a Pardon; and whe- 
ther, in his thea truly compoſed and reſigned Si; 
tuation of Mind, the Earl had not conceded readi- 
ly, to wave the Acceptance in Favour of his Lordſhip? 

Wx hear no more of this Great, but unhappy Man, 


till the Preſence of the Under-Sheriff ſummons 


him to his Fate. I wiſh with all my Heart, in 
Charity to his Memory, what has been reported 
may not be too true, and I hope it is not, as it 


has not yet appeared in Print, that when he was 


informed of the decent Carriage of the Earl who 
ſuffer*d before him on the Scaffold, he ſhou'd fay, 
He was ſorry that Lord died fo much unlike a Man, 
However that might have been, let me haſten with 
his reſolute Lordſhip, and his weeping H. Ip oriegr &= 
Pber io the Scaffold. 

OxLy glancing, as you have done, on bis De- 
portment, in what you call his Retirement, where be 
converſed freely with his Friends. To prove his ſeem- 
ing Willingneſs and ſolemn Preparation for Death, you 
ſay he called frequently upon God, and publiſh a comi- 
cal Repreſentation of his Lordſhip's Requeſt 10 ihe 
Company, iha! they would drink to him, in his own 
Scotch Eloquence, à Step to Heaven! By this unbe- 
coming, Inſtance of his Lordſhip's Preparation and 
Millingniſs to die, it looks as if his Lordſhip ſtrove 
to think himſelf among his Bottle-Companions, to 
baniſh ali Conſideration of his approaching Fate : At 


leaſt, it was an Argument his Lordſhip was little ac- 


quainted with, or did not intend to exerciſe any ſe- 
110us Devotion, otherwiſe he had been deſirous, your 
good Withes for his eternal Welfare might have 
been breathed in a more awful manner. As his 
Lordſhip took /oiber Glaſs, it may be preſumed, he 
roaſted a Health, which wanted even your Compli- 
ance to pledge him in. 

You ſay, bi: Lordſhip mounted the Scaffold with 


an UNDAUNTED STEP, as ſurprized every Speftator 


that was unacquainted with the SIO? of his Soul, 


but 


but you, who had ſeen him two or three Times, 
occalionally, as you could ſpare yourſelf from At- 
tendance on the Earl, while they were at the Tranſ- 
port-Office. I believe his Lordſhip was now grown 
harden'd beyond Compunction, and could not think 
of any Thing that ought to have vauxTED him: 
yet was he ſo diffident whether he ſhould not ftag- 
ger in the Enterprize, that he had Recourſe to Art, 
and thought it not enough, tho? in cool Blood, to 
leave the World in the very ſame Regimentals which he. 
wore at the Battle of CUL.LoDEN, (for his Coat. 
would not cover his Face any more than it did his 
Folly) but, like our modern Theatrical Heroes, he 
muſt cut a Figure and Vapour in a He-Wig; and | 
*twas that (between you and I and the Publick) 
look*d gracefully, not the Mearer, whoſe Shape and 
Gait were too clumſy to admit of a graceful Air, 
As if you had foreleen what Inference might be 
reaſonably drawn from the He-Wig, you choſe to 
omit ſo glaring a Circumſtance, which expreſſed an | 1 
equal Mixture of Inſolence and Vanity; neither did = | 
you think proper (for the Charge is here fitly intro- 
duced) to obſerve the Earl, to the Credit of his 
Memory, was array*d in humble Black; a Colour 
which would with as much Propriety have ſuited | 
your Hero, and better became him than the Livery. 
of Rebellion, at his laſt Moments, in whatever Prin- | 
ciples he died; for as all Men mult die, all Men 
ought to die decently. The Truth is, (I can account {] 
no otherwiſe for it) by this material Omiſſion, your i 
| 


e 
- — — 
—— 


Readers are ſaved the Trouble of making the Pa- 
rallel, and deciding in Favour of the Earl, as to the 
Decency of Appearance in both: But Lord Balme- 
rino reſolv'd, like his Countryman, Macbeth (the 
worſt of Rebels and Parricides l) not to deviate from 
himſelf, in the laſt Act of Life, when his Power of 
doing Miſchief was near its Period, —— 
Alt leaſt we'll die with Harneſs on our Back. 
SHAKESPEARE. | 
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His Lordſhig's walking round the Scaffold, bowing to 


the People, looking with ſeeming Pleaſure at the Block, 
and Twenty other amuſing Levities, to which I 
may add his familiar Converſe with the Executioner, 
and Directions (to Him abſolutely impertinent) bow 
to do that which he had before ſaid was well done in 
the Execution of the Earl, his reading and approving 
the Inſcription on his Coffin, and his Reproof of bis 
Friends for any Concern about bim, leſt it ſhould be- 
tray him into a Diſcovery ef ſome for himſelf, are 
viſible Indications of a reſtleſs Mind, rambling from 


Trifle to Trifle, leſt Thought and Conſcience 


ſhould catch hold of him, and wring from his un- 


relenting, harden'd Heart, thro* his Eyes or Lips, 


Expreſſions of Fear, Sorrow, and Repentance, 
which would have ſpoiled the whole Farce, Like 
the Profligate Libertine, who hurries from Folly to 
Folly, to ſtifle the Checks and Riſings of Conſcience, 
till, inconſiderate of the dangerous Event, he ſinks, 
at once, into the Gulph of Deſtruction, undeploring, 
undeplor'd! In all this, I am bold to fay, my Lord 
ſhewed his Cowardice and Irreligion, not a Spark of 
Courage or true Reſolution ; he dared not to view 
Death in its lively, proper Colours, leſt he ſhould 
ſicken at the Sight; Meditation was not Food for 
his Digeſtion. I appeal to all reaſonable, thinking 


People, whether his Lordſhip's calling the Block his 


PiLLow or REST, did not beſpeak the higheſt 
Preſumption, in a Rebel, who knew himſelf acceſ- 
fary to the Death of ſo many Thouſands, worthier 
than himſelf, (for Thouſands have periſhed, on 
both Sides, ſince the Commencement of the Re- 
bellion) by joining the Hoſtile Attempts of an In- 


vader; which, admitting it to have been done 


out of pretended Principle, was an Act no Way 
juſtifiable in Reaſon and the Equity of Things; as 
it was done againſt the Will of the Nation, at that 
Time engag'd in a juſt and neceſſary War (as was 

obſerv'd 
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obſerv'd to his Lordſhip by the Lord High Steward, 


at his Condemnation) to preſerve her Independency 


and Commerce, the Rights of her Allies, and the 
Balance of Power; — a Nation, in the Enjoyment of 


the utmoſt Tranquility at Home, when the Hearts 
of the Subjects were warm with Love and Loyalty 
to the reigning Prince, under whoſe auſpicious Sway 
their Civil and Religious Rights and Privileges were 
protected, and (as appear*d by the Sequel) firmly 


ſecured, King CHARLES the Second, at the Reſtora- 


tion, came peaceably in, by the Conſent of the Ma- 


jority of the People; and our Glorious Deliverer, 


King WILLIAM (to whom, under God, we are 


indebted for the Settlement of the Crown in the 


reſent Royar FAMILY) came, in like peaceable 
Manner, to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, by the 
Joint Invitation of the People, as evidently appears 
from there being no Blood ſhed in either Caſe. 
Paulus Amilius tells us, that when Edward the Con- 
feſſor haſted out of Normandy, whither his expelPd 
Father, King Etbelred, had fled with him, with a 
a great Power, to recover the Kingdom of Exc. 
LAND from the Danes, near unto whoſe Forces he 
was encamp'd, ready to give them Battle, his Cap- 
tains promiſed him aſſured Victory, and that they 
would not leave one Dane alive; God forbid ! (quoth 
Edward) that the Kingdom ſhould be recover'd 
© for me, one Man, by the Death of ſo many 
© Trovsanp Mn : It is better that I lead a private 
© and unbloody Life, than be a Kine by ſuch 
* Butchery 3* and therewithal broke up the Camp, 
and retired into Normandy. I beg Pardon for 
this Digreſſion, and go on to obſerve, There might 
be ſomething farther intended by his Lordſhip's call 
ing the Black bis PiLLow ox ResT ; he might refer 
to ſome inward Perturbations, ſome piercing Stings 
of Horror, ariſing from ſecret Cauſes, of a private 


Nature, which, in Spite of his Efforts, obtruded 


L on 


„ 
on his Phougbes, of which Death would rid. him, 
whereto he haſten'd, not ſo much with Ala- 
crity as for Relief. There might be another pro- 

| bable Conjecture made, ariſing from his careleſs Be- 
haviour, and that Expreſion, which I do not chuſe 
to mention, but may be' eafily gueſt, by reflecting 
the fame Words would have bem well adapted to 
an Heathen, of the Epicurean Stamp: But Charity, 
which forbids me to maintain this Inference, at the 
fame Time obliges me to do Juſtice to the un- 
happy Nobleman, by acknowledging that his laſt 
Addreſs (if he made any) to the Supreme Being #9 
receive his Soul, manifeſted a Belief in Futurity, rho? 
I it ſerves to render his indecent Behaviour, at ſo 
11 ſolemn a Seaſon, ſtill more culpable. 
11 I x Excuſes may be made (as you ſeem to inti- 
mate) for his Lordſhip's reading and delivering a 
reaſonable Paper to the Sheriffs, thoſe ſame Excuſes, 
6 whatever they are, would have juſtified the publiſhing 
1 it; but if it is not fit to be publiſhed without the 
Higheſt Authority, I would then ask You, Sir, if 
any Proteſtant or Loyaliſt can or ought to frame 
| Excuſes for his delivering and reading it, either in 
116 private Converfation or Print? *tis well there 7s an 
130 High Authority, that reſtrains buſy Pens from pub- 
BY liſhing not only what is not fit to be ne but 
FI. Excuſes for the Thing itſelf. 
b | | | I can*T help obſerving, that his Lordſhip talks | 
1 


4 moſt inconſiſtently with his avowed Principles of 
78 |  Diſloyalty to his Majeſty, in telling the Executioner his | 
| Yl Duty was commendable, at the ſame Time his Lord- | 
161000 thip 1 the Legality of the Power under whoſe 
in Authority he did his Duty. But his Lordſhip 's 
[17 i Conduct now had been inconſiſtent with the 
lis : whole Tenor of his Life, if he had talk'd con- 


] 


ſiſtently. *Tis plain he was no Logician, had not 

the leaſt Depth of Penetration, nor knew how to | 

diſtinguiſh between Right and Wrong; for how , | 
unſettled * 
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unſettled muſt that Man's way of Thinking be, who 


can one Day fight gallantly for his 77gh!fu/ Sovereign, 


and the next Day join with a Pretender to his 


Crown ? as was the Caſe with his Lordſhip, in the 
Rebellion for which the Lords Derwentwater and 


| Kenmure were beheaded, many Years before his 


Lordſhip underwent the ſame Fate. If all Mens 
Judgments were capricious, and Principles waver» 


ing, as his Lordſhip's were, what a precarious Situa- 


tion muſt Monarchs . be in, whoſe Titles would be 
then under Diſpute and Deciſion of the Sword for 


ever? what frequent and deſtructive Revolutions in 


Government would be the Conſequence ? what 


dreadful Devaſtations would civil War continually 


create ? How unfortunate every King! how miſer- 
able every Subject! . 

When his Lordſhip took his lafting Farewell of 
bis Friends, he was ſo conſcious that he had over- 
play*d the Part of the Hero, that, after taking once 
more a View of the Speflators, he very juſtly ex- 
preſſed his Fears there were ſome who might think 


him BOLD ; but, recollecting he had (perhaps) over- 


ſhot himſelf, he turns inſtantaneouſly 10 4 Gentleman, 
and adds, REMEMBER, SIR, WHAT I TELL YOU, 
It ariſes from a C onfidence in God, and a clear 
Conſcience, I dare ſay the Gentleman will not 
forget this remarkable MEMINISCI TE; and 
whether his Lordſhip died a Roman Catholick or 


not (tho* in your Account he appears to die in no 


Perſwaſion) it will go a great Way towards recom- 
mending his Lordſhip to St. PzTER's Vicar for a 

Canonixation; and SAINT BALMERINO may make 
a ſhining Figure in the Popiſb Calendar, when his 
Purgation ſhall be compleated, at a proper Diſtance 


of Time from Truth, thro! ſome more ſuch refining 


Pens as Your's tho? you have well nigh ſaved any 
future Author, or the Eccleſiaſtical Herald, the 
Trouble of additional Encomiums, 
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Fog his Lordſhip's feeling the Edge of the Aus, 
there could be no manner of Reaſon; it muſt have 
been done merely out of. Amuſement, to fill up the 
Time, and ſtave off Reflection. It may be offer d, 


in Countenance of this Incident, that ſome great 


Men before had done the ſame Thing, which is 
very true, bur they were Men of fine Underſtand- 
ing and Accompliſhments, who did nothing with- 
out a Reaſon ; They handled the Inftrument of 
Death in a juſtifable Cauſe, moſt of them, and 


drew ſignificant Reflections from the Action, to the 
Edification of thoſe about them, as well as Poſte- 


Tity, and of all thoſe unhappy Gentlemen eſpecially. 


who might meet with the like Fate. Sir WALTER 
RaLEGH is, in Hiſtory, a lively Inſtance of this; 


He took up the Axc, and thus charmingly mo- 
ralized, This is a ſharp Medicine, but @ found Cure for 
all Diſeaſss ; belies, Sir WALTER alluded to the 
Iafirmities of Body under which he labour'd at his 
Tria] and Execution.“ * | 
1 Mimickry of GREATNESS draws now to a 
Cloſe his Lordſhip (by your Account) makes fqur 
brief Ejaculations, (one of them a Treaſonable one) 


and gives the Signal! in a Inſtant, before the Executioner 


ic aware, who is % terrify'd with the Suddenneſs of the. 
Signal (fo you account for it) he makes bungling 


Work of the Execution; but this I aſcribe to ano- 


ther Motive, (viz.) his ſtriking his Lordſhip in the. 


Part dirted, His Lordſhip was very unhappy in 


- giving him thele 5 for, if he had left it 
ro the Executioner's own Skill, the Buſineſs might 


have been as decently done as in Lord Kimarnoce's 
Caſe. 


I can't leave his Lordſhip without one OE: 


Obſervation, which is, That his Lordſhip was as 


* For fur t/ 5er Pc rticulars of this tak Great Man'. 4 Behaciour 


on the Scaffold, I refer the Curious to Fhe Life of Sir WALTER 
Rar LEGH,' prefix” 


World, % Mr, Orprs. 


to bis laſt Edition of The Hiſtory of the 


little 


* 
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Eh” 1 
ſte in Love with Prayer, as with that appireptly 
oathſome Life he was in ſuch a Hurry to get rid of; 
 Tince he could not protract it as long as he pleaſed. 
His ſententious, formal Soliloquy (if it is true he 
made one *) was evidently prepared to grace his fi- 
nal Exit; but it would have been acting more like 
a Chriftian; and a Man of Senfe, to have been leſs' 
haſty at fo important a Criſis; far, very far from 
arguing a Coolneſs of Mind, this Conduct ſeems to 
expreſs an Impatience unbecoming a Chriſtian, and 
highly blameable (I fear) before God and Man. 
AnD now, Sir, let me ſeriouſly afk you, thro? 
whoſe means it came about, the Heads of theſe 
Great Criminals were not, after their Executions, 
reſpectively expoſed to the People, with the uſual 
Form of Words? Mr. Fer, in Effect, ſeems to af! 
firm, in Contradiction to what you advanced; that it 
WAS NOT Lord Kilmarnotk's particular Requeſt that 
it might not be ſo, for that the Earl looked upon 
that Part of the Ceremony as a Thing of Indiffe- 
rence, only deſired the Head might not be fuffer'd 
to roll about the Stage, an unſeemly Citcumſtance 
that had happened at former Executions. You ſay, 
the Law does not require it: The Law, Sir, ſenten- 
ced theſe Lords to be hanged, drawn and quartered, 
and the King's Mercy, in Conlideration of their 
Quality, changed the Sentence into Beheading:; 
which, was ever attended with the Ceremony of 
expoſing the Heads of the executed Perſons, as the 
Heads of Traitors, till diſpenſed with on the pre- 
ſent Occaſion ; and Cuſtom, in the Opinion of 
many, has made it a neceſſary Part of the Exe- 
cution; but in this we muſt fubmic to the Judg- 
ment of our Superiors. There is a farther 
Intention in it, than barely 1 fatisfy the People 
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the Execution has been done, (the Reaſon you aſſign) 


which is, to ſtrike the Spectators with addiricnd 
Horror, to imprint the dreadful Cataſtrophe more 
ſtrongly on their Minds, that they may avoid the 
Fate of the unhappy Sufferers. Believe me, when 
the Hiſtory of this Affair comes to be canvaſſed 
by the Party, or when it is related to the Preten- 
der at Rome, ſome odd Reflections will be drawn 
from it, to the Advantage of the Cauſe. In ſhort, 


Sir, whatever Thanks the Faction may owe to 


thoſe concerned in promoting this gentle Dealing 
towards the Sufferers, every true Briton owes them 
none. 

Ie Leave to ſubjoin a few uſeful Reflections 
which J have gathered, applicable to the Subject of 
my Letter. 

Nor Rix o can be more counterfeit and deceit- 
ful, than the regardleſs and indecent Behaviour Cri- 
minals often aſſume, in that ſolemn Separation Ju- 


ſtice makes of their Souls and Bodies. There is a 


great deal of Difference between dying with a Com- 
poſedneſs of Mind, or well-grounded Reſolution, 
and ſlighting Death; A Man may have many Rea- 
fons to be out of ee with Life, but none to 


deſpiſe Death. Even thoſe who lay violent Hands 


on themſelves, regard it not ſo indifferently as ſome 
Men think, if capable of rational Reflection, but 
are ſtartled at it, as a Deed horrible and unnatural, 
yea, and decline it, as much as others, if it ap- 
proach them out of their ſullen and paſſionate Fits, 
or in any other Shape, but that of their own chu- 


ſing. Indeed the Glory of dying Gallantly, the 


Thought of being bewailed and admired, the De- 
ſire of making a Noiſe in the World, of leaving a 
rare Example, the Aſſurance of being manumiz'd 
from the Caſualties and Calamities of Life, and of 
depending no longer on a capricious, and humour- 
eme Fortune, are Motives, that have made 
very 
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very ſucceſsful Execution, upon raſh, weak and 
impatient Tempers; yet will they no more conduce, 
to make Men of Reaſon and Conſideration abſo- 
lutely unconcern'd, than the Interpoſition of a green 
Hedge is alone ſufficient to encourage a Com- 
pany of Soldiers to march near where the Enemy 
18 firing, and withſtand the Storm of their Ar- 
tillery; it appears a kind of Shelter at a Diſtance, 
but proves a thin and feeble Bulwark at cloſe View. 
Nay, Reaſon itſelf, inſtead of fortifying them, ſo 
much as with a Contempt of Death, often infuſes 
a more lively and ſenſible Apprehenſion of it's 
 Ghaſtlineſs; all it can do in their Behalf, is to per- | 
ſuade them to turn their Heads another Way, and | 
upon ſome other Object. | | 
Nox is Patience in ſuffering, a Proof of Inno- 
cence, or Goodneſs of the Cauſe, for which the 
Criminal ſuffers. Thoſe execrable Impoſtors and | 
Blaſphemers, Fobn of Leyden, our Hacket and Cop- 
pinger; thoſe ee Aſſaſünes, Favregny, Ra- | 
villiac, and our Felton, with whom I may rank that j 
young Imp of Jacobitiſm James Sheppard ;and thoſe | 
dreadful Plotters, Garnet and Guy Vaux, might com- | 
| pare with any of the primitive Martyrs, for Pa- — 
tience under their Torments; which, tho“ many of — 
them were exquiſite, were far ſhort of their horrid 
Impieties. We can draw therefore, no infallible Ar- 
gument to prove the Truth of any Principle, from | 
the viſible Conſtancy of its Profeſſor, or the In- 
nocence of a Sufferer, from his Reſolution in ſuffer- 3 
ing Pain. The French Lacquey, who ſatisfied him- l 
ſelf with dancing upon the Scaftold, when he was 
brought to be broken upon the Wheel, and our | 
Scots Nobleman, who regaled himſelf with Snuff 4 
when he came to the Block, are enough to prove, } 
that tho* Motives be different, they produce ſome- | \ 
times, at leaſt to all Appearance, the Am. Eiter 
0 
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80 true it is; that after all' the Diſpro] 


portion be: 


tween Great Men and the Vulgar, or the Good and 


Bad, both Sorts often meet Death with the fame 
Face; but till with this inward and inviſible Di- 
ſtinction, that Faith, Conſcienceg or a true Senfe of 


Honour, preſerves the Decorum in one, which, .in 
the other, proceeds from an harden'd Boldneſs, from 


Ignorance and Stupidity. impenetrable, which give 
their Thoughts Liberty to be otherwiſe entertam'd, 
and cloud them from comprehending the Enormi- 


ty of Evil they are involved in. Se that this contu- | 


macious Contempt of Death, which ſome haughty 
Malefactors affect to aſſume at their Executions/ 
(and which appears to have been the Caſe with 


your Champion) is properly nothing elſe, but the 


Fear or Inability of calmly conſidering and looking 


it in the Face; and all their pretended Bravery 5 


Defiance may be ſaid to do the ſame Office only to 
their Minds, that the Headband, or Night-Cap 
does to their Eyes. 


Fog your further Conviction, I cannot avoid giv⸗ 


ing you the Ear] of K:ilmarnocks Sentiments on this 
Head, the Morning of his Execution. 


« For a Man who has led a diſſolute Life, and yet 
„believes the Conſequences of Death, to put 
on an Air of Daringneſs and abſolute In- 


*: trepidity, muſt argue him to be very ſtupid, 


« or very impious.“ 


I aſſure you, Sir, no perſonal Diſregard prevail- 


ed on me to addreſs you in this manner, but the 
Motives were thoſe before-mention*d; yet as the Sum 
of all, permit me to add, the Publication of my Let- 


ter is to ſhew the Falſity of Lord Balmerino's Character, 
in the Light you had ſtated it, to prevent its having 


any 
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any ill Influence on weak, credulous, unreaſoni 
Diſpoſitions, becauſe what was an experienced Truth 
in 1715, is the ſame at the preſent Day, © FaLsz 
« FACTS, FAIR Hopes, and FALSE CHARAC= 
« TERS, have been the greater Part of - the 
& Scheme they (the Rebels) ſet out with, and 
« yet ſeem to depend upon.” * 


Fallit enim Vitium ſpecie Virfutis & umbrd, = 
TED h ea Ovrp. 


I hope, Sir, you are by this Time, become 
thoroughly ſenfible, that Lord Balmerino's Hero- 
iſm was all yiſionary, hatch'd only in the Imagi- 
nations of Men who make it their Buſineſs to cor- 
rupt and miſlead flexible Diſpoſitions with prejudi- 
cial Notions, till they become apt Soil for the Re- 
ception of their own noxious Ideas; and that you 
have unguardedly ſuffered yourſelf to be thus im- 
poſed on; elſe whence aroſe thoſe ill-judg'd Epithets 
you have beſtow'd on his Lordſhip, who, clad in 
fictitious Attributes, appears to any conſiderate Man, 
like a falſe Diamond, artificially beſet with countes- 
feit Sparks, whoſe flaſhy Luſtre glares in a bor- 
row*d Light, till open Day expoſes the groſs Deceit. 

Ir you have Generoſity enough to your own Cha- 
rater, to retract the Errors of your Mind and Pen, 
you need not doubt the Generoſity of the Public 
will as freely remjt, as you can acknowledge 
them. Nor will it be the leaſt Diminution of 
your good Name, to make this prudent, and in- 
deed neceſſary RetraCtion ; it will rather proye the 
Integrity of your Heart unſully'd. 


v Se Lord Gowren's Speech 1e Lord Win rou x, before hit 
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Humble Servant, 


I rave uſed the Preedom of the Friend, 
S1R 
Your moſt Obedient, 


the Monitor; and hope my In 
"conſtrued, which is no other than 
public Good, 'and your Emolu 
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AP b +. N "DIX. 


. HER E 1 a Gentleman of 9s 
| Veracity, who attended the Execution of 
Lord Balmerino, poſitively affirms, and is 
ready to corroborate his Affirmation by the moſt 
ſolemn Proof, that when his Lordſhip knelt down 
at the Block, and ſubmitted to the Stroke of Juſtice, 
he made no PRAYER whatever, But this will 


be better expreſſed in the Gentleman's own Words, 


in Writing, to the Original whereof (now in the 
Hands of the Publiſher) his Name is ſubſcribed, viz, 


I attended the Execution of the 
one of thoſe who held the Cloth 


Head; and am ready to make 
Oath, if required, that I heard 


merino, as is inſerted in Mr. 
Foxy's Account; and that if 
there had been any Prayer I 
muſt have heard it as well as 


any other Perſon preſent, &c. 


Ir is to be obſery'd this Gentleman avers, that 


j gauag mo 


He himſelf knelt down ſo near the Block, when he 


held the Cloth, that if any Thing had been ſpokes 


late Lord Balmerino, and was 


to receive Lord Balmerino s 


no Prayer made by Lord Bal- 


by 
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r bur he muſt fave 
Heard it. That it was He, who, after the ſecond- 
Blow. "wok the Lord by the Arm and drew up his 
Body, to ſet _- _ in db op + = the Exe. 
urioner's compleating, his Wor $ further, 
kin an optradiftion tc Mr, Fur dy; that his 
' Lordſhip came up 15 the e in 12 Flarinel 
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